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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

FINESTRA ART SPACE FEATURES PAINTER AARON DELEHANTY

Finestra Art Space is pleased to present Visible City by Chicago-based artist Aaron Delehanty, May 1 through May 31, 2009. There will be an opening reception Friday May 8, 5:00 – 9:00 pm. This is Aaron's first solo exhibition in Chicago, it is also the premier of Visible City, an ongoing project by the artist that incorporates a range of paintings, experimental mapmaking, sound pieces, a website, artist-books and sculptures that build a mythos of an unknown urban place.  Visible City acts as a mirror to the edge of current and contemporary ideas of city building and urban planning, but is oddly mythic and contradictory. 

The title for the exhibit comes from Italo Calvino's Invisible Cities, in which the main character describes Venice in 55 different ways in a futile attempt to dictate a fulfilling description of a city.  Calvino's book only scratches the surface of what an existing city can inspire and effect in the imagination.  Aaron Delehanty's Visible City is an interdisciplinary attempt to describe a place that does not exist but could be believed to. His is a city where the workings of the earth and the workings of man are symbiotic, where social order and the order of nature are complimentary.  The place his work describes is not necessarily a city of the future, however is an image of an urban center that is spurred from the contemporary wish for a smarter form of living.  It is as if man worked from a clean slate and built a city overnight without the conditions of some of our nastier habits.

Delehanty's artwork is a voice of a creative mind that scrutinizes current habits of life, presses the benefits of improvement, reckons with the burdens of past behaviors, and nurtures a desire to overcome the failures of our urban form.  His work portrays a drama between the forces of order versus chaotic destructive forces.  He occupies the role of artist as social critic.  The creation of an imagined place underscores the tragic failure of the individual's chances to form the actual world.  It is almost sad in its sincerity, but sweet in the belief that through imagination the order of things can be re-thought.  His paintings present us landscapes with viewpoints that are far above, and far away, as if the projected ideas of progress and change are just as far off and out of reach.  However pessimistic the vantage points, his skill as a painter and the obvious time invested in each piece gives one the thought that Visible City is achievable; we might all enter it one day, like it or not.

Aaron Delehanty graduated from the School of the Art Institute of Chicago, with a BFA in painting in 2005, and the San Francisco Art Institute, with an MFA in painting in 2007.  Delehanty's work has been exhibited in Chicago, San Francisco, Rome, Colorado and Pomona, California.  

Finestra Art Space is located in the Fine Arts Building, 410 S. Michigan Avenue, Suite 516 in Chicago, immediately off the human operated elevator. 
